
2020-2021 ELA 3-4 Honors Summer Reading 

Welcome readers and writers to ELA 3-4 Honors! We look forward to working with you during 

the next school year. As part of this course, students will read and annotate a novel during the 

summer. 

Reading over the summer helps keep the students’ minds “in the game,” and it adds to the 

number of major literary works the students will have read by the time they enter future AP 

English courses. Also, students in a given class arrive to school in August having had a 

common literary experience, providing them and their teacher immediate instructional 

opportunities. 

 

STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

STEP 1  

Please select one of the following novels to read over the summer. The two novels were chosen 

for their literary merit and to help students become widely read in preparation for the Advanced 

Placement classes they will take later in high school. 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin:  Since its immediate success in 1813, Pride and 

Prejudice has remained one of the most popular novels in the English language. Jane Austen 

called this brilliant work "her own darling child" and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth Bennet, "as 

delightful a creature as ever appeared in print." The romantic clash between the opinionated 

Elizabeth and her proud beau, Mr. Darcy, is a splendid performance of civilized sparring. And 

Jane Austen's radiant wit sparkles as her characters dance a delicate quadrille of flirtation and 

intrigue, making this book the most superb comedy of manners of Regency England. 

1984 by George Orwell:  The year 1984 has come and gone, but George Orwell's prophetic, 

nightmarish vision in 1949 of the world we were becoming is timelier than ever. 1984 is still the 

great modern classic of "negative utopia"—a startlingly original and haunting novel that creates 

an imaginary world that is completely convincing, from the first sentence to the last four words. 

No one can deny the novel's hold on the imaginations of whole generations, or the power of its 

admonitions—a power that seems to grow, not lessen, with the passage of time. 

STEP 2 

While reading, students are expected to annotate their chosen novel to assist in their 

comprehension. If a student is unable to mark up and make notes in their chosen book, they may 

use sticky notes. If a student is reading a digital copy of their chosen novel, most digital devices 

have annotation tools for marking up texts. 

How do I annotate? 

 • Underline or highlight the major points.  

• Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown to you.  

• Write notes in the margins restating the author’s ideas. What kinds of things should I annotate?  



• words and phrases that wowed you or confused you  

• important scenes or key sections of dialogue  

• character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws  

• questions and inferences that pop into your head as you are reading  

• connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life  

• figurative language (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively 

 

STEP 3 

As you are reading and annotating, think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss 

questions like these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of 

questions, you will likely be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns. 

• What confused you or surprised you in this text?  

• As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking 

about characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the 

author’s writing style, or enjoying the humor or suspense? 

 • Which events in the text are most connected to the setting?  

• Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in 

this text? Why did you choose that character?  

• Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you 

learn about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself?  

• Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did 

that passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text?  

• The plot (the series of events in the text) and the theme (the lesson or message you take away 

from text) are not the same. Think of the text you just read. What is the plot? What is the theme? 

How does the plot relate to or affect the theme?  

• Why did the author choose the narrator he or she did to tell this story? 

STEP 4 

Students can expect an assignment or assignments and discussion based on their summer reading 

during the first week(s) of class. Students will not be tested on the novels until after the second 

week of class. However, students must come to the first day of class having read their selected 

novel, completed their annotations, and prepared to discuss their novel.  

Helpful Hint: Don’t wait until the week before school begins to try and read your selected novel 

and complete the annotations. Unexpected events may pop up that could get in the way of you 

completing your reading on time. Make a plan for the number of pages or chapters you are going 

to read per week and stick to it. 


